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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

NOTEH ON NEW BOOKS.

Among the new publication* claiming a more

particular attention for its ability arul usefulness,
we must conspicuously place the following:

.. I'rogress oj the United States in population
. and wealth in fifty years, as exhibited by the de-
4 eennial census. By Geokuk Tucker, Professor
. of Moral Philosophy and Political Economy in
. the University of Virginia," &c. J\ew York,
press of Hunt's Merchants' Magazine. Phxladei
j)hia, C ary 6i Hart. Washington, Franck Taylor.
W e have here the scattered, unreasoned facts,

which our periodic enumerations of our people and
of their employments present, reduced to order, to

system, and the main results to which they can con¬

duct one skilfully deduced. Without such a book,
our census of every period is a mere chaos, not of
void, but of confusion, where the elements of every¬
thing are found, but nothing in its final form. Here
we have, in a tangible shape, not institutions, but
those things of which institutions are but the in¬
struments. Here one may see law, peace, intelli¬
gence. morality, industry, reduced regularly enough
to arithmetic, and Government and legislation brought
down to a diagram.

Besides the solution of many of those problems
in mere wealth and numbers which all would oi
course expect from such an inquiry, Prof. Tucker
lias not failed to investigate many other important
questions, as to which conclusions more or less po¬
sitive could be arrived at, by an analysis of the
census. Among these are, the probabilities of life
in this country, the proportion between the sexes,
emigration, and some of its physical and economical
effects, the diversities between th« two races of our

population, the progress of slavery and the proba¬
bilities of its extinguishment, the advances of pro¬
ductive industry. Nor has he neglected, while thus
surveying all the great elements of our prosperity,
and presenting whatever it has accomplished its
resources, public and private.to demonstrate the
amplitude, the exuberance of the means which the
States possess for paying their debts; so that he
ha->, in a manner particularly decisive, taken away
the only excuse for the shameful doctrine of repu¬
diation to which men could any where listen with
the smallest patience.

Recurring to the subject of. the frequency of
mental disease among the negro race in cold climates,
as so curiously deduced from the census tables by
Mr. Tpcker in former publications to which we have
adverted, we find that, after all, he has not been
answered: there is a general fact, which the allega¬
tion of errors in particular returns cannot overthrow.
If his tables on pages 77, 78, 79 of the comparative
numbers of the insane, white and black, in the dif¬
ferent States, be examined, it will be seen that there
is a uniformity in the results not to be accounted
for by casual negligence. Grant even what is most

probable, that in the slave States the number of in¬
sane blacks exhibited is much below the truth, and
that it may even approach to equality with the cases
of such disease among the other racc.still, how
are you to explain away, not omission, but positive
data of an opposite character, displaying a vastly
increased proportion of insanity among the blacks

(Ui the tree States, and this in a nearly regular
ratio as you go North ? Observe the facts : In
Maine, the census shows 1 black in 14 to be insane;

» in New Hampshire, 1 in 28; in Vermont, 1 in 56;
in Massachusetts, 1 in 43; in Rhode Island, 1 in
*249; in Connecticut, 1 in 184 ; in New York, 1 in
257 ; in New Jersey, 1 in 297 ; in Pennsylvania,
J in 256; in Delaware, 1 in 697 ; in Maryland, 1
in 1,005; in Virginia, 1 in 1,289; and won, to a

still smaller proportion in the far Southern States.
Then, travelling back by the West, Tennessee, 1 in
1,240; Kentucky, 1 in 1,053; Missouri, 1 in 879;
Ohio, 1 in 105 ; Indiana, 1 in 95 ; Illinois, 1 in 49 ;
Michigan, 1 in 27; Wisconsin, 1 in 65 ; Iowa, 1 in
47. Now, there is here too much and too wide
consistency for error. How comes such a uni¬
formity of misstatements? We can account for an

under-statement as to the South; but an over-state¬
ment every where else admits no explanation.

" Elements of Universal History, on a new and
' systematic plan; from the earliest times to the

I reaty of \ ienna. To which is added, a summa-
. ry of the leading events since that period. By II.
White. B. A. Trin. Coll. Cambridge. With ad¬
ditions by John S. Hart, A. M., Principal of the

4 Philadelphia High School, «fce. ice. Philadelphia,
4 Lea <fc Blanchard. 1844." 12mo. 525 pp.
A good book, so far as a book can be good which

belongs to a bad class, of mistaken design, ill-applied
to the purpose for which they are chiefly used, and
capable of but a limited utility even as to that parti¬
cular use in knowledge for which alone they are fit.
"A big book," saith Pliny, 44 is a great evil

that severe sentence itself forming, meanwhile, part
of one of the most voluminous faragos ever written.
This is like those rhetoricians who have declaimed
against Eloquence ; or like the philosophers that
have written against the Love of Fame and set their
names Ui the work ; or it is like Epimenides of
Crete's leaving behind him a distich in which he
pronounceth that no Cretan can tell the truth ; or

like Lord Byron's asserting that every poet is a liar;
"r the treatise of Albertus the Great (who won

that title by his writings on Mechanics and Physics,
and who left behind him a deal of stuff about Astro¬
logy) on 44 the Vanity of the Sciences." Nay, may
we not liken it to the wise Solomon, who solemnly
concludes (and it may be true in a religious sense)
that knowledge and every thing else of human is
but " vanity and vexation of spirit ?" Would he,
too, have preferred to be a fool ?

But, as for books, though to measure their worth
by their shortness may be a very convenient me¬
thod. it can hardly be a very sure one; since, upon
that plan, the ballads of Goody Two-Shoes are bet¬
ter than the Iliad, and the history of Tom Thumb
quite another thing to those of Thucydides o'r Livy.

Perhaps, after all, the best way, the only sure

way ol rightly abridging, is that which the reader
should learn to do, where the author has not; we
mean the art of skipping in a book whatever he who
peruseth it hath no need to follow out.what the
writer should have left out, or what others had said
as well before him, or what the particular reader or

every body or not the author himself knows. By
this art most books, and especially most modern
ones, may he made to shrink amazingly.

With all this, Montaigne is certainly (as is his
practice) wise, when he says, " Pout abrege sur un

bon livre est un sot abrege." '. Every abridgment
of a book worth reading is a foolish abridgment."
That before us does not exactly come within this
judgment; for it is not the abridgment of any parti¬
cular book. But it is none the less (as it seems to

us) a coinpend for teaching what cannot be taught
by compend.

History, in a word, is a thing not really to be
learnt, except by those minuter particulars which
coinpends like this exclude. Besides that an action,
however important, instructs us hardly at all, unless
we know it with a distinct circumstantiality, it af.
fects us not, and therefore will not be remembered
the proper and natural fate of useless things coldly
got by rote.
W e study history for its examples. Is it anv

such to us to know that Hercules was very strong
ami performed twelve celebrated labors ? (Jive u«

a living image of the hero, his times and actions, oi

we ¥Crcive of him only a barren idea. You tell u«
tint bpaminondus, who suddenly raised Thebef
(till then obscure) into the leading State of Greece,
was very wise, brave, and patriotic, and (therefore'
poor ; that he fought and won the battles of Manti-

nea and Leuctra, periahing in the midit of victory ;
J and that Thebes, without him, relapsed into her Ori¬
ginal insignificance. Well, this (nearly the amount
of what compenda say) gives us really an admirable

; notion of one of the most incomparable men that
ever lived ! Or lake any other'shining period of
human affairs, and tell it to us without the details
that give it life, express ibs individuality, lend a true
'instruction to its facts through their causes and mo¬
tives, and what will it all be but acquiring at much
trouble what was not worth recollecting ?

i The business, then, of him who composes histo¬
ry is to give (ill the facts essential to each event it¬
self remarkable. More than this encumbers the
narrative, and renders it difficult to trace through it
the efficient facts; less thant his fails, on the oppo-
site side, still more fatally.

j In truth, we can at present recall no example of
an abridgment capable of teaching any history, ex¬

cept the finely-conceived performances of Gold¬
smith, who may be said to be the only abbreviator
that ever had the genius to see how alone works of
his sort could be made to serve their purpose. Of
his method, his Romau History is the best exaniple.
In that, he attempts not to play the annalist ami to

give a regular narrative; but seizes, instead, the
.triking events of each period ; presents them in the
liveliest manner; and thus carries forward the whole
Roman story by a series of brilliant pictures-, that

I stamp themselves for ever on the mind.
M As well, we have always thought, get Blair's

Chronology, or Le Sage's (really LasCases's) Atlas,
or " L'art de verifier les dates," by heart, and call
that history, as expect to get it in this way. As
well look on a geological map of the world, trace
out the different formations, find that this is primi¬
tive, that secondary, and study the catalogue of
mineral and fossil substances which each affords,
knowing all the while nothing of mineralogy, che¬
mistry, or comparative anatomy, and then call your¬
self a geologist, as study history in this way. Do
you know any the more for having learnt that such
and such events have occurred, or that such and
such substances are found in certain places, when
you neither comprehend the events nor know what

[ the substances are ?
An utter perversion is this system of gettingI history or any thing else without a knowledge

of its details.the whole without its parts. There
can be, by snteh mean*, no distinct idea, no useful knowledge,
But since it is of history more especially that we are speaking,
let us add that compends have but one value, one application:
not to teach those who are ignorant of particulars.that of
course they cannot do.but to refresh and systematize the re¬

collection of thoae who have already made themselves familiar
with the details. In the existing practice of education, the
process is precisely the reverse.

We may be asked whether, then, large histories arc to be
used in schools, voluminous as they are }

The answer is, first, a sort of jiersonal one : you can teach
nothing, except for mere examination days, in the manneryou
pursue. But as people study for the purposes of life, not for
school exhibitions only, if this is the best mode of teaching his¬
tory that is feasible, better let it alone, and teach something
else that you can teach.

But, secondly, if you will teach Herodotus, Thucydides, anil
Plutarch, in Greek history, Livy and Tacitus in Romau, you
will impart to your pupils a great fund of real historical know-1
ledge ; and ifyou have not room to manage modern times in
the same way, you will at least have put them in a condition
to follow up and complete the study in the years of leisure that
almost always succeed the quitting schools. To be candid, we
must add that modern history, wide and complex as it is, is
scarcely to be adequately managed in school. It is fit for col¬
leges only, perhaps.
Whether w* be right or wrong, two things must be confess¬

ed : that, for the young, history is a study of almost unrival¬
led importance ; and that our young folks of either sex are

deplorably ignorant of it. These two facts alone abundantly
betoken the necessity of an enUrc change of method.

A STATE SENATE IN TROUBLE.

Dksxitimikh AnRF.sTF.li..The Senate of Michigan have
got into a pretty muss, for which the people will have to pay
the piper. It ap|iears thnt Judge Wilkins, of the United
States Circuit Court, issued a warrant for the arrest of Sena¬
tor Wdliams, which was served by Deputy Marshal Gillet.
The Senate were so indignant at the arrest of a member ofj
their honorable Ixxlv, that the arrest of the Judge, Marshal,
ind Clerk of the I'nited States Court was at once ordered,
for a breach of privilege. The arrest* were made by the Ser-
ffennt-at-arm* ; and Judge W., when arraigned, refused to

res[M>od, except to deny the jurisdiction of tlie Senate. This
non-piusacd the Senate for a time, but it was filially decided
to make the whole matter the *|Mvi:d order of the day. Pre¬
liminary arrangements for the trial for contempt were made,
and the prisoners were suffered to g» on parole, to re-apjiear
when wanted. The Detroit Advertiser thinks the cases will
afford a little fun, to relieve the tedium of a whole winter's stu¬

pidity..Cleveland Herald.
There was more fun in this matter than would appear from

the paragraph given in the Herald. The lawyer who sued
out the writ against the Senator.Mr. Alexander Davidson,
of New York.was arrested also, with the Judge, Marshal,
and Clerk ; and a letter which he afterward wrote to the Sen¬
ate is one of the rirhest things we have read in a long while.
But, before coming to that, we mu!>t disjiose of the Judge and
his sul>ordinates.
On the 13th the Senate were in session for the trial of the

four offenders, and soma preliminary proceedings were bad,
to the legality of which the counsel for the prisoners objected,
and the Attorney General, acting as counsel for the Senate,
agreed that the objection was well taken ; whereupon it was

moved and resolved that the legal gentlemen have leave to
withdraw from ihc case, and the Senate proceeded U>deal with
it after its own fashion.

Various propositions were then made for the di*|toeilion of
the case, one of which was '.hat it should be laid over for the
action of the next Senate ; but this was thought a little too
Itod, and the mover did not press it.
The discussion was interrupted, or rather varied, by an an-

nounccment from the President of the Senate that he had re¬

ceived a communication from Mr. Davidson, who bad grown
tired of the joke and set out for home. The Senators were

indignant, and various projiosilions were offered as to the treat¬

ment of the paper ; one was for having it laid ou the table ;
another for returning it to the writer, (if they could find him,)
and another for having it solemnly conveyed to the fire by one

of the Senate's officers, and there destroyed.
Finally, the Marshal and Clerk were ordered to be dis¬

charged, and the Senate resolved to try the Judge for a breach
of privilege.

Mr. Davidson's communication to the Senate is long and
caustic. It sets out with informing the honorable body that
he has business to attend to elsewhere, and cannot therefore
indulge the Senate by waiting on them any longer; then pro¬
tests against their action in arresting him as illegal, unjust,
and oppressive ; castigates their sulisequent proceedings with
more vigor and effect than reverence ; and concludes in thin
most unceremonious fashion :

" I abandon the field to my competitors. The Senate ran
define their rights and assert their dignity as well in my ab¬
sence as while I am here. My offence, if any, having been
involuntary, and my interference with the aggrieved Senator's
sacred person of a roost delicate character, of course you would
subject me only to a gentle reprimand. This you may trans¬
mit to me through the post office, directed to New York ; I will
r,onnidrr mt/i'lf reprimanded-.
" My absence at this time may facilitate your proceedings,

and as every day occupied in Ibis trial will cost the State at
least Ir-UOO, I deem it my duty, as a good citizen, to do all in
my [>oivcr to shorten the investigation. You will have the
consolation in this matter of the "tympaJhy" of the House of
Representatives, as expressed in their recorded resolution*, and
will have enough to do with the remiiining questions of alleged
contempt to {occupy your leisure hours, and afford agreeable
evening entertainment.
"In conclusion, I moat resfiectfully satire the Senate that

such has lieen the effect on my mind of the proceedings of a

majority of it* members, that I deem it impossible to say or do
any thing which will imply further rnntempt of them.
Bv the way, the Cleveland Herald ought to have mention¬

ed that the writ is«ued against the Senator was for debt, and
tliat he was not artually arrested, but only notified of the writ
by the Marshal, and requested to make some provision for the
payment of the money he owed..Adrerfirrr.
Patens Dtvpi, of !\ew London, (Conn.) was run ovei

bv the railway (ruin, within two miles of New Haven, on

Thursday night, and killed instantly,

THE TEXAS VOTE IN THE SENATE.

Vutm rum Tsx*f..The final vote in the Senate upon the
Texan bill and resolutions was, yea* 27, naya 25.. Of the
27 yean, thirteen were Senator* from the free States, and four¬
teen from the slave States. Of the 25 naya, fifteen were from
the free States, ami ten from the slaveholding States.
The thirteen Senator* from the free Slate* who

voted far annexation rejireaented a population
gruiter than that represented by the fifteen Se¬
nators from the free Mutes who voted ugaimt
annexation by 4,631,043

And the ten Senators from the sLiveholding States
who voted uguinut annexation represented a

Imputation greater than the fourteen Senators
from the alaveholdiug States who voted for it, by 806,794

And the twenty-aeven Senators who voted for an¬
nexation represented a majority of the whole
people of the United States of. 3,824,249

[Ar. Y. Morning New*.
The above, though perhaps the most extravagant,

is not the first attempt we have seen, on the part of
papers advocating the Texan interest, since the final
passage of the 44 Annexation Resolutions," to make
it appear that, notwithstanding the closeness of the
vote upon them in the Senate, the measure is im¬
mensely popular with the people. In most cases,
in order to sustain and give some color of fairness
to such a position, reference is made to the votes
which were recorded against the resolutions by Se¬
nators whose States had cast their electoral votes
for Mr. Polk, whilst a profound silence is observed
respecting those Senators standing in the opposite
relation, and who, on the same principle, in voting
affirmatively, equally disregarded the public senti¬
ment of their several Suites. We are aware that,
in the eyes of our political opponents at least, there
is a vast difference between the opposing Senators
thus circumstanced ; the latter portion being good
and consistent Democrats, and the former the re¬
verse. But, having our attention thus drawn to the
subject, curiosity prompted us to look at the facts,
with a view to ascertain what the 44 Democracy
would have gained if the principle of requiring the
Senate to conform to the popular will, so often
urged by their leaders and presses when likely to
serve their own purposes, had been adopted and
carried out in relation to Texas. The result proves
(assuming their own ground that the vote given at
the last Presidential Election is a true index of pub¬
lic opinion) that such a course would inevitably
have defeated their favorite measure. We lind,
first, that of Senators representing States a majori¬
ty of whose people supported Mr. Polk, only six
voted against the annexing resolutions.viz. one
from Maine, two from Virginia, one from Georgia,
one from Indiana, and one from Louisiana; while,
on the other hand, of Senators. representing States
a majority of whose people voted against Mr
Polk, there were seven who sustained the resolu
lions.viz. one from Connecticut, two from New
York, one from Maryland, one from North Caro¬
lina, and two from Ohio.. It will be seen, there¬
fore, so far as the Senate, is concerned, that if its
members of both parties had strictly represented
the popular opinion in their respective States, they
would have rejected the Texas resolutions by a tie
vote. And, turning next to the House of Repre¬
sentatives, we find that, upon the same principle,
the resolutions would there have met a similar fate,
with a majority of twenty against them ; for, of the
affirmative vote in that body, it is remarkable that al¬
most the half of it was contributed by ten States which
gave an aggregate majority of eighty-two thousand
against Mr. Polk, but a large majority (3-5ths) of
whose Representatives nevertheless voted'infapor
of annexation. But, again, following the plan pur¬
sued in the statement above copied from the 44 News,"
and applying the Democratic theory, not practice,
that Senators ought in all cases to represent the
opinions of the people.if by these methods we
test the popularity of 44 annexation," counting the
whole number of the people as they ought thus to
have been represented in the Senate, (or in Con¬
gress.) the result will exhibit an error in the figures
of the 44 News " comparatively but little short of
six millions ; and, instead of giving a majority in
the constituent body of 3,824,249 in favor of an¬

nexation, would give a majority in that body of
1,870,814 against it! So that, according to our ap¬
prehension. even leaving out of the question th«
fact that the Texas issue was disclaimed and repu¬
diated by a large portion of the Northern Demo¬
cracy, it can in no way be fairly shown that there
has yet been any expression of opinion by the
American people in favor of 44 annexation," either
immediately or ultimately.

In conclusion, and in illustration of the forego¬
ing comments, we append the tables on which they
are founded, as follows :

Thirteen Statu which gave majorities for Mr. Polk.

States.
While pop¬
ulation in
IMO.

Maine
X. Hampshire.
Pennsylvania..
Virginia
Ocorgis
Alabama
Mississippi....
I jOU i s'lHI
Indiana
Illinois
Missouri
Arkansas......
South Carolina.

500,43*
284,036

1,676,1151
740,968
407,(595
335,185
179,0*4
158,457
678,698
473,354
323,888
77,174

259,084

6,093,066

si ©

6 o
/. «

£ ,

± "3
Vote on Texas.

Senate. House

*. |for agt for ngt
2l 7 9 6,48:1
2 4 61 5,1 S3)2| 24 86! 3,194

4
4
M IS
7 V
5

17| 5,893
lOj 1,9
9| 11,462

5,780
699
208

9,333
10,074

I 3| 4,767
7 9j Legis.

26 103 129,64.970(20' 63 73 23

Thirteen State* which gnve majorities again*/ Mr. Polk.

States.

Massachusetts.
Hhode Island..
Vermont
Connecticut...
New York
New Jersey...
Delaware
Man land
North Carolina
Tennessee..,
Kentucky ..,

Ohio
Michigan ...

White pojr
illation in

1840.

729,01*1
105,587
291,218
301,856

2,378,890
.151,588
58,561

317,717
484.870
640,627
590,253

1,502,122
211,561

y. /.

Vote on Texas.

>. u Senate. House.'3& ifor agt for ajft

25,901i 0
2.4811 0
12,683; 0
4,934| 11
10,706 2

9541 0
3I2| 0,

3,308
3,945
113

9,282
13,990

188

0, 22
3r l

I 1
II l

«
a 6
5 4

« . *
2 5, 4
0 10 10
2, 31 0

7,963,880 26120I46:88,097| 7; 19, 61' 54

Mr. Polk olitained the electi/ral voles of New Yoik and
Michigan, on account of the *up|>ort given in those State* to
the Abolition tir.kct.
The vote on the Texas <|ue*tion in the House of Represen¬

tatives is twelve, short of the number of members allotted to
tliot body. The absentees were as follow* : One frond each
of the States of New York, New Jersey, Virginia, Georgia,
Kentueky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Missouri, and two from
Pennsylvania ; and Mr. Jo*m of Virginia, ihe Speaker, did
not vote.

Eikcvtivi Ct.BHKirr..We understand that Captain
8AT«sTr.rt, who was convicted at the late Criminal Court of
an assault on ex-President Asians, wm on Saturday last par¬
doned by the President.

A*othkb Stkamboat Ae« iiiisst..A letter from Mobile,
written on Sunday, the 9th instant, states that at Fort Stod¬
dard, about forty-five mile* aliove. that city, about two "'clock
on the same morning, as the steamboat Red Rover, from Wc-
tumpka, laden with cotton, was descending tbe river, she came
in contact with the Ruby, on her upward trip to Columbus,
Mississippi, striking her a little forward of the starboard wheel-
house, and rutting in as fur as the engine. The Ruby sunk
almost immediately, carrying down a large quantity of freight
and over $19,000 i" silver, said to have been in a trunk lie-

hnwing to the clerk. The Ruby, cargo, Ac. are a total joss,
lieing mink in fifty feet water. Two |wrsons are said to have
been druwned, Mr. Johx Cum Kmoii r and a negro inan.

HANGING MEN A8 PIRATES, <fce.

TO THE EDITORS.

Gentlemen : Allow me to make a few remarks
upon a single and rather incidental point, involved
in the discussion of our relations with Mexico, in
your paper of this date. A paragraph in the letter
of Mr. Gushing, which forms a part of that discus¬
sion, ia as follows:

.. Apprehension has been excited by the suggestion that
« Mexico, in case of war against the United States, might sell
. letters of marque to foreigners, enabling tliem to cruise against
4 our commercial marine. What foreigners > Englishmen,
« French, Spaniards, Portuguese > If the subject* of any for-
' eign Powers undertake to cruise against us under the Mexi-
' can flag, without the [termiasion of their own Government,
' it will be our right and our duty to treat all such persons as
« outlaws and pirates ? and they cannot do so with fxsrmission
. of their Government, unless that Government itself intends
4 and desires war with the Uuiled Stales. And I am perfect"
« |y confident that neither England nor France, nor Spain
. nor Portugal, intends or desires to make war on us in behalf
. of Mexico."
When that learned Doctor of Laws, Gen. Andrew

Jackson, had poor Ambrister's sentence by theGourt
Martial arbitrarily revoked, and a man shot who
had been only condemned to filty lashes and a

year's hard labor, he pronounced him, in his sen¬

tence, an outlaw and " a pirate".though that pira¬
cy consisted, according to the proofs, in living upon
land. Now, whether the good, mild, merciful com-
111ander-judge had read or heard that a pirate was
hostis humarii generis, and so concluded that every
" enemy of the human race" was a sea-robber; or

whether he went upon his famous martial law ; or
whether again he resorted to his own favorite and
fatal interpretation of the celebrated " second sec¬
tion or whether, lastly, he thought, when reasons
for hanging a man were scarce, the best way was

to call him pirate, we know not: we only know
that this summary way of serving out national law
looks marvellously like his system of jurisprudence.
The plan of Mr. Cushino is not first by him pro¬

pounded : it has been of repeated enunciation in
Gongress, and hv the pro-Texas press, towards the
close of this discussion. To silence the argument
that, if Mexico could not hurt us by land, she could
damage us seriously at sea, by issuing indiscrimi¬
nate letters of marque, they answered at once, " Then
we will hang all the crews as pirates."

In the first place, not, to speak as yet of law, they
overlooked, in this plan, one lact ^somewhat noto¬
rious.that, proverbially, "catching comes before
hanging;" and, secondly, they omitted to consider
that at this humane game of hanging, as at most
others, " two can play."

Suppose.as you must suppose.that these
cruisers, adopted under the Mexican flag from all
nations, capture a great many more of our unarmed
merchantmen than our vessels of war can catch of
the cruisers : then, when hanging begins, they will
be able to hang a good deal laster than we. In a

word, when we declare them pirates, they will de¬
clare us pirates ; and the effect will be neither to
mend our cause nor our strength, but only,.by ren¬

dering the war more inhuman, to make it more fa¬
tal to us in lives as well as property.
As to law, however, what is proposed ? Is there

such a law in existence ? None, unless posterior to
the last of our own naval wars, when we ourselves
commissioned privateers and issued letters of
marque.

Is, then, the thing to be by Congress enacted, or

by the President to be put in force as martial law,
a la Jackion, (for the President is commander-in-
chief of the army and navy.) or to be executed by
the commander of every ship of war, as admiralty
judge upon his own deck ?

Atrocious as the two latter modes of proceeding
would be, they would be just as legitimate as any
act of Congress for such a bloody purpose. It could
not confer admiralty powers upon commanders of
vessels. The prisoners made would have to he
brought in for trial, arraigned before our tribunals,
and tried under a real law.not one which Congress
has no right to pass. The courts would examine
the accused ; if thev found that they were of a

»el constituted, in form, that of a nation at war with
us, ami that the men had each upon him the proof
that he was a citizen, native or adopted, of Mexico,
how could the court sentence him as a pirate ?

In a word, such an act of Congress could not, in
our own tribunals, subvert all the code of maritime
and of national law. No judge could pay the slight¬
est attention to an arbitrary attempt to make murder
legal.an attempt, in reality, to render our judges-
pirates, not the Mexicans, whom we cannot make
so at our pleasnre.

Nothing is simpler than the whole process 011 the
part of Mexico. Should she disappoint our confi¬
dence in her forbearance, she will give the regular
commission of a Mexican vessel to any foreign pri¬
vateer that enters her service. It, its officers, and
crew will all be constituted Mexican, and supplied
with the proof that they are so. Each sailor, if a for¬
eigner, will receive, when shipped, naturalization
papers. How, then, is he to be touched ? lias not
Mexico a right to naturalize as ahe pleases, just as

much as ourselves ? Is the bound by our naturali¬
zation laws, which do not bind ourselves / We
make ex tempore citizens for party purposes : can¬
not she make them for national? We admit all
living in Texas, at a dash ; why not she all Europe ?
In this she has a perfect right to take her own mode
and time, if nations have any right at all to adopt as

citizens men of another country ; and we, at least,
are in no position to contest such a claim.

Wasuixcto:*, Manm 29, 1845. A CIVILIAN.

Walcott's Ixphovkd Mvchi*k for Siujrfsi.kh.
This invention is ao admirable that it would make the old
caqicnters and builders about the country stare if they could
sec it A one hone power (whether by horse., hand, or steam)
puts in motion a machine which makes one hundred and
twenty revoluUon* in a mtnute, and each revolution cuts from
a block a perfectly and exactly fashioned shingle? much more

perfectly fashioned, indeed, than can be effected in the old
way, for the operation is mathemstically regular and precise.
Another operation joint* these shingles with the most minute
and unvarying accuracy.
To give the reider some idea of this wonderful improve¬

ment, let him understand that, by the old drawing-knife plan,
no hand, however skilful, could turn out in a day much over

three hundred shingles : by this a one horse power can turn
out, and that with much greater j>erfectness, more than forty
thousand in a day ! We need say no more.

[Itichmond Whig.
It Srahch or a Fathe»..We yesterday saw a young Ja-

phet, who says he is really " in search of his fathar." He is
only ah.nit thirteen years of age, and is unacquainted with the
English language. He speaks the German, however, very
fluently. .Ho says he was born in Poland ; that his father left
home several years since, and has not since been heard from,
and that his mother died one or two years ago. Being left an
only child, without a guardian, he determined to search for
his father, and accordingly proceeded to Berlin, where he re¬
mained some time. He finally found his way to London, and
afterward* to Liverpool, where he says a Jewish Rabbi took
him in charge and procured for him a passage on hoard of the
packet " Independence" to Philadelphia. During his travelsJ he has been able to learn nothing of his father's whereabouts,
or whether or not he is living. His father's name is Untie

| (intdbaum, and that of the boy, who will probably remain in
Philadelphia aome time with the gentlemen who has provided
for him since his arrival, is Morrita Goldlwum../'<*/.

Discnvr.** or LiTRofiRArHic Stosf. 11* CA!*A»A.-»-Mr.
Logan, the Geologmt, at preacnl employed in a geological sur¬
vey in Canada, has made a discovery (aays the Montreal
Gazette) which promises to l»e of great importance. He ha*
found near Lake Simcoe great Is'ila of lithographic stone,
namely, that used in the lithographic art for taking the draw-
ings and producing the impressions on paper. S > large ia this
bed, that Mr. Logan has explored it for sixty or seventy miles!
Hitherto, Germany has been the sole source from which the
world has l»ccn supplied with this valuable article.

THE UNITED STATUS AND MEXICO.

mo* THK JOU*5Ali or C««»c.,
The following interesting letter is communicated to us for

publication by the gentleman to whom it wm addressed. It
vrill nerve to allay the apprehension which the eourae of Gen.
Almonte, the Mexican Minuter, has created in aome rainda
without jiu>t cause : Washirgtoic, March 10, 1843.
Dkak 8ih : Your inquiry, induced by ths approaching de¬

parture of General Almost*, a. to the prolsxble danger of a
war with Mexico, growing out of the aggregation of lexas to
the United State*, ia a very natural one, considering the ex¬
aggerated view ot the rights of Mexico in the matter, which
has been taken by the opponents of the admission of l>xas
into the Union, und considering also the idea, put lorth in the
course of the controversy, that England has the right or the
disposition to interfere with the question ill a form hoatile to
the United Statu#.

.».**.With re^rd to the withdrawal of the present Mexican Min¬
ister, that, it seems to me, is by no means so grave a fact as

many may imagine. Doubtless Mexico ia reluctant to ate
Texas annexed to the United States, as she has been reluctant
to acknowledge the actual independence of I ex as itself. An
it was quite in the ordinary course oi things, that, while the
question of annexation was [lending, Mexico should manifest
her opposition to it by threats of war, in the hope ol thus de-l
terring the United States and Texas from exercising their re¬

spective rights as independent States in uniting together to
become members of the same Confederacy. It was equally
supposable that, by way of argument against the admission of
Texas into the Union, Mexico should instruct her Minister 111
this country to demand his passports on the passage of the act
of Congress for its admission ; that the Minister should make
public his instructions to this eifect and the belligerent declara¬
tions of his Government; and that, on the case occurring, he
should pre|>are to leave the United States and return to Mexi¬
co. But from all this to war, or even the danger of war, there
are many stages and degrees.

In the" lieA place, the departure of General Almonte does
not of itself intenupt even the diplomatic relations of the two
Governments. It does not necessarily follow that the Minister
of the United States is to leave Mexico. It is no rare thing
in a Government which has, or thinks it has, cause of um¬

brage against another, to withdraw its Minister from the latter.
Not many years have elapsed since Mr. Goroaluta, a former
Minister from Mexico, withdrew from Washington, with loud
complaints against the United States ; but no war came of if,
and no serious interruption of diplomatic intercourse between
the two Governments. The Miuister of the United States in
La Plata left that Republic under similar circumstances < and
for many years we continued unrepresented at Buenos Ayres;
but meanwhile the Argentine Republic maintained a Minister
in the United States. Examples of the same sort are numer¬
ous in the diplomacy of Europe.

.In the second place, even if the Government of the Mexi¬
can Republic shall proceed so far as to tender to the Minister
of the United States his passports, or should take any such
step as to impose on him the necessity of demanding them and
leaving Mexico, and the diplomatic relations of the two Gov¬
ernment* shall then suffer an absolute interruption by the with¬
drawal of both Ministers, not then even would war lie a neces¬
sary or probable consequence. Clearly, war would not be a

necessary consequence ; for such total interruption of inter¬
course, upon offence being takdn by one or both of the parties,
is quite common in diplomatic history, without being fodowed
by actual hostilities; in which case intercourse is resumed,
e ther upon overture, direct or indirect, from one of the parties,
or through the mediation of some friendly Power. And whe¬
ther war would be a probable consequence of such total inter¬
ruption of diplomatic intercourse, depends upon the mixed
quedtion of the rights and the interests of Mexico.
The United States propose to treat with Texas for a certain

purpose, on the assumption that the latter is an independent
Power. Has Mexico a right to object ' Mexico claims such
a right, oil the ground that Texas is a revolted department of
hers, whose independence, though established de facto, yet
has not been acknowledged by her. Now, to the solution of this
question of international law, it is immaterial what u the pur¬
pose of the proposed compact between the United States and
Texas ; whether it be a matter of limits, or of commercial pri¬
vileges, or of defensive alliance, or of complete union. The
whole controversy lies in the inquiry whether Texas possesses,
as regards Mexico, a right to treat with us at all for any pur-
pone ; or, to state the question more exactly, whether Mexico
possesses such rights over Texas, and the negotiation of a

treaty between Texas and any third Power constitutes a just
cause of war Itelween Mexico and such third Power. Now,
it is too late for Mexico to pretend at this time to possess any
such rights. In the public law of the United States (as well
as of England and France) Texas is at this hour an independ¬
ent Power, just as much as Mexico is; we have long since
treated with and otherwise rccogniscd her as such; and it was in
that act of ours, recognising tl»e independence of 1 cxa«, if any
where, that injury was done to the sovereignty of Mexico.
Thst fact, the recognition of the independence of Texas t>y us,
being assumed, our right to treat with her upon any and all
subjects follows ss the necessary and inevitalJe consequence,
notwithstanding the continued claim of sovereignty on the part
of Mexico.

. .If, therefore. Mexico has any cause of quarrel with the Uni¬
ted States, it is in the act by which we ascribed and conceded
to Texas the functions of an inde|>endent Power. But this
Mexico tiiciUv acquired in at the time, as indeed she could
not help doing without disclaiming her own sovereignty as a

nation, and denying the foundation of her own national ex¬
istence. For What is Mbxico herself but a revolted province
of Spain ? And did not she herself claim and obtain from ns
to enter into compacts with her a* an independent I ower,
without waiting for the recognition of her independence bv
Spain ' In entering, prior to the acknowledgment of her
independent* by Spain, intoa treaty of limits with us, Mexico
has admitted our right to treat with Texas under analogous
circumstances. And, if she had not admitted this, it would
not the less be a principle of the modern law of nations, as
practised not only among the various American Rcpuhhcs
themselves, but also among the Euroj»ean Powers in the case
of those new Republics.'-ngland, France, Spain, and *or"

tugal having each been forced to adopt the doctrinc in regard
to their respective revolted colonies in America.

1 conclude from all this that Mexico has no justifiable cause
of war in the fact of the annexation of Texas fft the United
States, and that therefore war is improbable. And it is still
more improbable in view of her interest, liecause a war with
the United States would involve the dismemberment and utter
ruin of the Mexican Republic. Without strength and re¬
sources to carry on war against the fifty thousand inhabitants
of Texas, it would be vain for her to think of making war suc¬

cessfully against the twenty million inhabitants of the United
States. She has neither fleets nor sailors with which to at¬
tack us on the sea; snd whatever troops she might inarch
against us by land, would soon be swallowed up in the inte-
rior of the continent. And I cannot believe that Mexico will
undertake a war against us, not only without right, but to her
own ruin and destruction.

Apprehension has been excited by the suggestion that
Mexico, in case of war against the United States, might sell
letteis of marque to foreigners, enabling them to cruise against
our commercial marine. What foreigners> Englishmen,
French, Spaniards, Portuguese > If the subjects of any for¬
eign Powers undertake to cruise against us under the Mexican
d ig, without the permission of their own Government, it will
be our right and our duty to treat all such persons as outlaws
and pirates; and they cannot do so with permission of their
Government, unless that Government itself intends and desires
war with th®»United States. And I am perfectly confident
that neither England nor France, nor Spain, nor Portugal, in¬
tends or desires to make war on us in behalf of Mexico.

In regard to England, 1 assume it as th® most sure of all
facts, that her policy and her feelings conspire to induce her
to cultivate amity with the United States. If "heh"<I any
ground of right to obstruct the union of Texas and the United
States, it would not be for her interest to do this at the ex-

1 pense or even the hazard of a quarrel with the United Statoi }
but she lias no earthly right whatever to meddle in the ques¬
tion, unless as a friendly mediator. As between Mexico and
Texas, she has acknowledged the independence of I ex as, and
she cannot recall that acknowledgment, or otherwise deny the
right of Texas to act as an independent Power in the care of her
own interests, even if those interests dictate a union with the
Unite'l States.

,In this as in certain other ca*es, I have noticed with shame
and concern, the dispostion which some persons in the United
Htntes manifest to consider whether Great Britain will Is- satis¬
fied with this or that addition to the territory of tl.e United
States. Suppose her dissatisfied ' What then Does Eng¬
land ask our consent that she may add to her possessions a
new kingdom annually by wars of conquest in Asia ' No
more need we ask her consent to the extension of our power
in America. I admire and honor the greutness of England,
but I do not fear it s for while I know that her greatness dates
from the dsy when she surrendered to us her supremacy m
America and turned her attention to Asia chiefly, so I believe
that her decline will date from the day (if that day is ever to
come) when she shall resume again the struggle in America.
At any rate, nothing, in my opinion, can lie more wild ami
idle, than to apprehend that the acquisition of Texas by the
United States is to disturb in the slightest degree the harmony
of our relations with Great Britain.

,As to Mexico, it is true, I cannot undertake to speak
so much confidence of conviction. She may, in a tr«""l
of passion, disregard alike her own interests and the rig
Texas and th« I nited States. But I have faith to believe tna
wiser and better counsels will actuate her Governinen-

^I have no doubt that other Powers, if lh'y**3wItion tomatter at all, must recommend prudence and
|ltthe Mexican Government, nnd a frank,

settlement of all her differences with the I ni w

I remain yours, very truly, CUSHING.

from the Boston Tran-Eve,ivr.* roa ui^* to **il from that port forscript that the barque enffines for the Chinese Go-China, will carry out four fire eng
I verninent.

vrox rti n» tut tmiM imt.
WAR WITH HIXICO.

Mr. Editori Ttore tin b* littla doubt that any commuu.cation on the engrossing topic of our uncertain relations with
Mexico will be at thia time acceptable to the public » but, -in
asking attention to the following remarks, I do so on tilt ground
simply that circumstances hate favored me with infermating
that will be interesting equally from its exciuaiveneas and afe-
thenticity. It is unnecessary to say mora, since it may to
safely left to carry its own weight with it.

Allow me to take a glance, in passing, at Mr. CtuiM *

late letter, which, without discourtesy, I jnay say is but a sl.
perflcial view of the great question which he pronounces on t

a manner far too authoritatively. He states that war ia not
necessary' consequence of the interruption of diplomatic rei
lions between us and Mexico, because such things have h»i
pened before without war ensuing. Certainly this is no goreason that it will not ensue on this occasion. No argumi <
whatever can be founded in sense or logic upon premises
vague. But the probabilities have been made to turn, in I
opinion, upon the "mixed question of the rights and intern
of Mexico."

This is, in truth, the only real and substantial ground up .>

which the chances of the future may be calculated. And he
unfortunately for Mr. Gushing, he is led into such falae rt
boning, however specious, that makea his conclusions very t
safe. He asserts that Mexico has no right to declare w»:
against us for annexing Texas, because England and Frana<,
us well as the United States, have acknowledged her indepen¬dence. Tliis only gives the right to Mexico to declare war
against England and Francc, as against us, for this triple vio¬
lation of her claims of ownership to Texas, which she has ne¬
ver abandoned. Consistently with the reasonings adopted in
all treatises on the laws of nations, from Grotius to Wheaton,there can be no doubt that a casus belli exists bolh against
England and France for the recognition of the independenceof Texas while Mcxico was still struggling to rscovcr hr
control there. The inexpediency of such a declaration on the
part of Mexico is of course admitted. But howt '

is the right, denied by Mr. Cashing, of Mexico to proeff1
belligerently against us, not merely for the recognition ot X ? <-

an independence, making it much more difficult to recover h r

properly, but for the annexation of Texas, which takes posse¬
sion of it altogether.

Query, have not the Powers who acknowledged Texas in¬

dependent a right to remonstrate against its unexpected 4K
questration > Further, in annexing Texas we annex all .Kf
responsibilities. We may see fit to refuse the payment ofW
debts, but we may be forced to accept her waw. That we are,
dt facto, at war "with Mexico in annexing 1 exas is beycixt
doubt. That Mexico, then, has sufficient right, m the eyvs
of all nalions, to go to war with us, is, 1 think, clear enou).. .

But what do her interests suggest ? Here I beg to join diiwt
issue with Mr. Cushing, who has evidently not given su 1-

cient examination to this important point. I do not hesit Uv
to declare, on the highest authority still in this country, t <

Mexico will find her true interest in going to war with u-
and lor these reasons : first, a blockade, that would be an in-
mediate resort on our part, by preventing the introduction '

foreign merchandise, would greatly encourage the growth ...

her young manufactures, certainly a great object.to anycoun¬
try ; secondly, the same blockade would prevent theegresi*
her bullion to the amount ol two hundred millions of doUwra,
of which the country is annually drained. But a still atronc
reason than all exists in the necessity of Mexico tak ng atoho
a decided stand against the aggressive policy of the Umt
States, that, if submitted to qdietly now, will go on nil ano¬
ther "joint resolution" provides for the distribution of Me\ c

herself into ««sovereign and independent State*.
,That this danger is imminent cannot be denied ; for a ready

there are journals ami politicians who ,u
co can eventually save herself may be douht^ ;but that it. oc¬

currence, by some years sooner or later, wdl altogether dei*"d
upon the conduct of Mexico at this e,ner^ncy'l,^>.^question. This conviction has settled deep in the minds of
many Mexican patriots and statesmen ; hence it
red that some decided measures are in dehberaUoMt*isUme,
with a view to stave off this dreaded contingencyap¬
pear, then, that Mr. Cushing has egregiously erred*»Bclanng
that it is not the Irue interest of Mexico to declar#Wmr Uh
us, as a deeper consideration of the subject will bkely convince
him. Again : which of the two nations is hkely to suffer the
most from hortilities, Mexico or theUnited State., ? The for¬
mer, that has nothing to loae, save Vera Crux, which would
prove a tomb for its conquerors; or the latter, with ber unpro¬
tected commerce covering eveiy and which must la
prey to swarming corsairs, that are not to tafrterr^ mere
thnests of hanging on the part of ourGovernmcnt
oucstion answers it-elf. Further, what is to prevent Mexico,
if she sees fit to pursue an offensive war, hiring or buying a

steam ileet of England or France > Shehast^mo^yto do
it, and she can as easily pass laws to naturalise ihe
other nations to man it. And may it not be asked, to.

sternadon, what protection or defence have weto offr to^entry of such a fleet into the harbors of New Y ork, of Borton,
of Philadelphia, Ac. > Are we, with our n.vat and army^-propriations cut down the other day by an

Constress, at all ready either to meet or undertake a war

u, u,i» ou.--J-three months of war would see our seaboard towrwparUaly
destroyed, our commerce nearly ruined, and our national pride
fearfully humiliated. No American doubts the valor of hw
countrymen, but courage the most desperate could not contend
against the su.klen apparition of a powerful steam fleet, such
as Mexico can hire or buy, if she decidcs it necessary to do so.

What course will England pursue in this crisis what is
her policv and interest > what steps will Mexico immediately
adopt, and what will be her final decision > are all and seve¬

rally most interesting questions, and with your leave, Mr.
Editor, I will attempt a reply to them at some other time,

It is verv necessary that this fearful quwtion of peace or
war should be looked directly in the face, and the sttenUon
of the country should be called to it. Our public men,
and Mr. Cushing among them, do wrong in asserting almost
tlie impossibility of a war, and thus deluding the country into
a falae security. I am far from believing that Mexico has al¬
ready acted, or will act precipitately in this important juncture,
but I am authorized in saying, from unquestionable authority,
that the danger is greater than cither our Government or many
public men suppose. " To be forewarned is to be forearmed,
and too much.confidence should not be placed in the declared
impossibilities of a war with Mexico. The " Coumer des
Etats Unis" states that Geneial Almonte has pronounced him¬
self in favor of a war; but the able editor must have misun¬
derstood its authority. General Almonte may have di«cn«scd
with the ability and foresight of an accomplished and sagacious
statesman all the contiugcncica of this stirring quesUon, but
there is little doubt that he would refrain from sny personal
expression of his opinions in the matter. Whatever course
Gen. Almonte may deem it wise and expedient to ««gge*
his Government for adoption, it may still be asserted that,
apart from this, his sympathies are far more American^*anEuropean.
Woni'i Lot*..It is said that the only person who

shares the captivity of S*vr* As**, in the cold and gloomy
prison of Perot.'-, is his young and beautiful wife, who, by a

thousand little acts of kindness ami auction, soothes his sor¬

rows, and renders less irk-ome the horrors of bis prison-house.How'mysterious is woman's love, and what depths of feeling
are hidden in the secret recesses of her artection !
The troo(>s of parasitr s who fattened upon his bounty, and

were loud in their viva* 1o his honor in the noon-tide of bis
power, have forgotten their benefactor in the night of adversi¬
ty, and cry "death to Ihe tyrant!" But his affectionate
wife clings more closely to his l**K»m the more the darkness ga¬
ther* aliout him, and, by her presence andW smiles, lightensIh. gUom .(hi. Jr.,,; .boh. '.

Fiwili8«..Ri.a.A romapniwlent of the New«kDa»ly
Advertiser, at Paris, relates the following instance of barbarum.
" At Caen, but a short distance from Rouen, £ereisamar-ket whither young girls reaorllustre

sort of the merchant barters, «ome of ^England. The merchar^-g 0f ti,. beanti-the color, texture, evenness, an i
^fallfleece, bs^fo^-is, ^ ^ ^ hesd, is weighedafter being cut a. ^J^me to prep-re for anotherami paid lor, andthe£ # huwban<1 wilh her money.

,et hcr hair xT *'ownhXlor, TfUn«* ba cut ofl^ U, enjoy the crop hemff

.m . f vnr's Ujiroaarvx**"' .A fatal
1 Vhas'Ste'y ^en place at Frankfort under the followingduel basla y

pnrtner in a mercantile house, M.
f'" «f ¦«'. <»***>*\Sir home from < hurch in slippery weather, gave her his arm.

She slipped and fell, notwithstanding his support ; and an offi¬cer of dragoons, chancing to ls> walking behind, indulged m a

nmile at the disaster. Kuppenberg, finding reason lor off,.*
in the oflicor's amusement, challenged linn the next <lsy. Lav" lelte the dragoon, refused to fight for such a tr.de, but of¬
fered to spologire to the lady, which he d»«l on tbe sanw «
at a ball. The lady, however, replied that ^̂to be setded with Mr. Kuppenberg, not with h i

^suit of this silly lack of sense and feehng *aaI officer, and an almost mortal woundt^W^^feught with pistols, and at^eUrt accounts"stomach, of which he lay danger^'y imme.Mr. Lavalette wss .hot through the nee* ami ami imme¬

diately.

. £"T,hatf"' /rr Jfe and chiUren were on board M-
vrssel, to which he was

I terprising gentleman.


